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Responsible Radio,
Race, and the Child

Lecture Seven

HUMS3001

Benjamin Miller

Module One Feedback
 Course Highlights:

 Wiki - reading and contributing
 Lecture discussions
 Lecture/Reading alignment

 Improvements
 Clearer wiki guidelines
 Weekly Deadlines and Email Reminders
 More Cases
 More Readings, More Research in

Lectures
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Module One Feedback

 Wiki Impressions
 Anonymous, non-threatening, Free, Fair,

Democratic Expression

 Diverse Opinions and Reading Each Other’s
Work is Useful

 Too “crowded”

 Tutorial Format
 All Online: 21%

 All F2F: 11%

 Blended: 68%

Module One Feedback

 Module Two Expectations:
 Margaret Pomeranz to Lecture

 Cases and Practical Examples to
Complement Module One

 World Cases

 More Wiki Skills
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Module Two Overview

 Radio, Race and the Child

 Journalism

 Art and cinema

 Literature and cinema

 Academic freedom

 review

Lecture Overview
 Responsible Radio

 ACMA
 The Code, Community Standards

 Talkback and Alan Jones
 Cronulla Riots

 Inciting Hatred

 Racial vilification

 Kyle and Jackie O
 Rights of the Child
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Community Standards

 National Classification Code:
 (a) adults should be able to read, hear and see what they

want;
(b) minors should be protected from material likely to
harm or disturb them;
(c) everyone should be protected from exposure to
unsolicited material that they find offensive;
(d) the need to take account of community concerns about:
     (i) depictions that condone or incite violence,
particularly sexual violence; and
     (ii) the portrayal of persons in a demeaning manner

Responsible Media

 ACMA (Australian Communications
and Media Authority)
 Promotes Self-Regulation, Competition,

While Protecting Consumers and Users
 Fosters an Environment in which

Electronic Media “Respect Community
Standards”

 Manages Access
 Represents National Communications

Interests Overseas
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Australian Values

Alan Moir
(cartoonist for
the SMH),
‘Australian
Values’

www.moir.com.
au

 Life in Australia (page 4):
 Respect for the equal worth, dignity and

freedom of the individual
 Freedom of speech […]religion and secular

government [… and] association
 Support for Parliamentary democracy and

the rule of law
 Equality under the law
 Equality of men and women
 Equality of opportunity
 Peacefulness
 A spirit of egalitarianism the embraces

tolerance, mutual respect and compassion
for those in need
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Cronulla Riots (2005)

Photographs by Warren Hudson, available on wikimedia commons

Cronulla Riots (2005)

Photograph by Andrew Meares from the SMH
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Cronulla Riots (2005)

 Responses:

 Morris Iemma: the riots display ‘the ugly face of
racism in this country’

 John Howard: ‘I do not want to rush to
judgement about these events… I do not accept
that there is underlying racism in this country... I
take a more optimistic view of the Australian
people’

Cronulla Riots (2005)

Peter Nicholson, cartoonist for The
Australian

(www.nicholsoncartoons.com.au)

Popular media image following
the riots
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 Commercial Radio Code of Practice
(2004):
1.3A A licensee must not broadcast a

program which:
(A) IS LIKELY TO INCITE, ENCOURAGE OR

PRESENT FOR ITS OWN SAKE VIOLENCE OR
BRUTALITY;

[…]
(E) IS LIKELY TO INCITE OR PERPETUATE

HATRED AGAINST OR VILIFY ANY PERSON OR
GROUP ON THE BASIS OF AGE, ETHNICITY,
NATIONALITY, RACE, GENDER, SEXUAL
PREFERENCE, RELIGION OR PHYSICAL OR
MENTAL DISABILITY

 THE CODE (CONT):

1.4 [… UNLESS THE PROGRAM IS
PRESENTED] FOR ACADEMIC, ARTISTIC
(INCLUDING COMEDY OR SATIRE),
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, SCIENTIFIC
OR RESEARCH PURPOSES OR FOR
OTHER PURPOSES IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST, INCLUDING DISCUSSION OR
DEBATE ABOUT ANY ACT OR MATTER.
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 5 December 2005
 AJ: “I’ll tell you what kind of grubs this

lot were. This lot were Middle-Eastern
grubs […] you’re not allowed to say it,
but I’m saying it”

 The program subsequently included a
number of stories from listeners
detailing alleged brutality by Lebanese
or Middle-Eastern People.

 8 December 2005
B: I hope it’s brought out that there are

two sides to everything.
AJ: […] we don’t have Anglo-Saxon kids out

there raping women in Western Sydney.
So let’s not get carried away with all
this mealy-mouthed talk about there
being two sides […] we welcome people
into our community but we welcome them
in on certain terms and certain
standards and those standards are not
being met […] the gangs are of one ethnic
composition […]
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Children and Women

 Children and Young Persons Act
(NSW 2005)
 No employment can put “the child’s

physical or emotional well being at risk”

 The Code:
 Guidelines for the portrayal of women

2. Ensuring that reporting and “on-air”
discussions respect the dignity of women and
are non-exploitative

Kyle and Jackie O

 Radio stunt
Mother: “Have you ever had sex?”
Daughter: “I’ve already told you

about this […] I got raped when I
was 12 y.o”

Kyle: “Right … is that the only
experience you’ve had?”

Mother: “I only found out a couple
of months ago”
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 Statement by public figures:
“The aim was to shame the child […]

What took place in the radio
studio was child abuse and should
be acknowledged as such”. (reported
by Holly Byrnes in DT 31 July)

Protection of Children

 Definition of Child

 The real issue is to ask to what
extent the government or
regulatory body can overrule a
child’s (or parent/guardian’s)
will?


